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Project DescriptionProject Description

Reality

Objective

Outcomes

A development impeding gender
gap, especially in rural areas of the
country

Improve rural SHGs’ access to skills,
knowledge, financial services and
markets through better connectivity

Enrichment of rural women‘s lives 
through information and 
enhancement of livelihood skills.

Reality

Outcomes Objective

Pilot schemes for Mobile 
Connectivity and

ICT Related Livelihood Skills for 
Women’s SHGs
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The StakeholdersThe Stakeholders
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Lead NGOs DoT - USOFSHGs



Requirements of Rural WomenRequirements of Rural Women
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Project intends to Substantially Address this  Rang e



The Stakeholders – Roles and ResponsibilitiesThe Stakeholders – Roles and Responsibilities

NABARD

1 2 3 4

• Facilitate 
microcredit for 
handsets/ 
other 
infrastructure

• Identify lead 
NGO

• Identify  SHGs

• Coordinate with 
NABARD

• Awareness 
Creation

• Training SHGs/ 
Handholding

• Offer special 
discounted 
prepaid tariff 
plan to 
identified 
women SHGs

•Tie up with 
VAS providers

• Offer 
discounted 
handsets to 
identified  
SHGs

• Train/support 
SHGs for 
repair centres
for handsets 
and modems.

5

• Develop 
applications 
to cater to 
unique 
requirements 
of women’s 
SHGs

• Offer 
discounted 
subscriptions

NGO
MOBILE 
SERVICE 

PROVIDERS

HANDSET/ MODEM 
MANUFACTURERS

APPLICATION 
SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

DoT - Coordinates and facilitates the contributions o f various agencies
Evaluates and compiles programme results for further  scaling up

USOF – Subsidy for tariff plan/ mobile VAS subscript ion
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The Pilot StatesThe Pilot States
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The ChallengesThe Challenges

Customized

Overcome 
Literacy 
Barrier

Interactive

• Information 
should have local 
context and 
relevance.

• Local language

• Information 
through voice.

• User should 
have  the power 
to choose the 
appropriate 
themes, Avoid 
information 
overload and ask 
for clarifications
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Scheme for mobile connectivity and VAS



The ChallengesThe Challenges

Training
• Proper identification of training needs

•Capacity Building

Establishing 
service centres

• Identifying the locations 

• Setting up infrastructure

Training for Livelihood Enhancing Skills in Relatio n to ICT Facilitating Services 
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Sustainability • Making the scheme viable in the long 
term

• Significant implications for scalability

• Identifying critical fast flowing 
components

• Holding and revolving inventory

Supply chain 
for spare parts



Anticipated OutcomesAnticipated Outcomes

Demonstrate the viability of meaningful mobile 
VAS applications for rural markets
Demonstrate the viability of meaningful mobile 
VAS applications for rural markets

Enrich lives of women through ICT connectivity 
and Skills
Enrich lives of women through ICT connectivity 
and Skills
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22

Generate employment opportunities for rural women 
through local repair facilities/charging centres
Generate employment opportunities for rural women 
through local repair facilities/charging centres

33

Success would facilitate scaling up of such 
initiatives to the national level
Success would facilitate scaling up of such 
initiatives to the national level

44
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THANKS!

Let us be partners in helping to bridge 
the gender divide through ICT!!


