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Government of India
Ministry of Communications and Information Technolo
Department of Telecommunications
Universal Service Obligation Fund
Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001
Tel. : 23372144 / Fax : 23372150
e-mail : usadmn.dot@nic.in

D.O.No. JAF/USOF/S1/2010 23" December 2010

Subject: USOF Support for Facilitating Access to Telecommunications Facilities for Persons
With Disabilities in Rural India.

| 'am writing to you with regard to the abovementioned subject.  As you are aware, the
Universal Service Obligation Fund of India is an attached office of DOT. This organisation is
entrusted with the mandate of providing telecommunication services to people in rural and remote
areas at reasonable and affordable prices.

A concept paper on the abovementioned subject is enclosed for circulation amongst
stakeholders. This concept paper details inter alia the access gaps faced by disabled persons in rural
India, existing technological solutions to address the same and Universal Service initiatives in other
parts of the world etc. The paper is being circulated amongst stakeholders to invite inputs /
suggestions as to suitable subsidy models/pilot projects for USOF interventions. Feedback from the
stakeholders would also assist USOF in formulation of appropriate models/strategies to address the
challenges likely to be encountered during implementation.

| would request you to send your response by 21.1.2011. Your valuable inputs would help
initiate the exercise of scheme formulation. This effort is likely to be supplemented by a conference
of stakeholders to discuss the way forward. Please feel free to contact us for any clarifications. We
shall keep all concerned updated on the status of this initiative through our USOF website at

www.usof.gov.in

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

M’g"iﬂit‘/t@

( Ajay Bhattacharya )




